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Reviews, discussion group reports, news items,
letters, art work, and other submissions for
Mythprint are always welcome, especially during
this between-editors season. In return for printed
pieces, contributors who are not already
subscribers will receive an electronic copy of the
issue in which the item appears. Contributors who
are already subscribers will not receive an
additional copy. Please contact the editor for
details on format:
Email: mythprint@mythsoc.org
General correspondence should be directed to
correspondence@mythsoc.org or
The Mythopoeic Society
P.O. Box 6707
Altadena CA 91003-6707
Regarding Mythopoeic Society Communications:
we strongly encourage everyone with email to sign
up for the Mythopoeic Announcements list,
particularly during this season between Mythprint
editors. We will not abuse your inbox with a flurry
of non-essential announcements but only
important information. You may sign up by
sending an email to:
mythann-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or by
visiting the list directly online:

Mythprint is the quarterly review of the Mythopoeic
Society, a nonprofit educational organization
devoted to the study, discussion, and enjoyment
of myth and fantasy literature, especially the works
of J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Charles
Williams. To promote these interests, the Society
publishes three magazines, operates a small press,
maintains a website, sponsors the annual
Mythopoeic Conference, and annual awards for
fiction and scholarship, as well as local discussion
groups.
MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTIONS

Mythopoeic Society membership: $12/year
includes an electronic subscription and $25/year
includes a paper subscription to Mythprint; either
entitles you to members’ rates on publications and
other benefits.
POSTAGE AND NON-MEMBER SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

Members Institutions/Non-members
First Class U.S. Included $25/year
Canada/Mexico + $7/year $32/year
Rest of the world + $16/year $41/year
The number in the upper right hand corner of
your mailing label is the “Whole Number” of the
last issue of your subscription. Checks should be
made out to the Mythopoeic Society. Foreign
orders should use U.S. funds if possible; otherwise
add 15% to the current exchange rate. Back issues
of Mythprint are available for purchase (U.S.
postage included) at our website:
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythprint/history/

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/mythann/
ISSN 0146-9347, © 2013 The Mythopoeic Society
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Mythcon 45 - August 8-11,
2014, at Wheaton College in
Norton, Massachusetts
Progress Report 1
Author Guest of
Honor:
Ursula Vernon Winner of the 2013
Mythopoeic Fantasy
Award for Adult
Literature for Digger.
Ursula Vernon is the author and illustrator of the
Dragonbreath series, Nurk: The Strange, Surprising
Adventures of a (Somewhat) Brave Shrew, and Digger,
winner of the 2013 Mythopoeic Fantasy Award, a
first for a graphic novel.
The daughter of an artist, Ursula spent her youth
attempting to rebel and become a scientist, but
eventually succumbed to the siren song of paint
(although not before getting a degree in
anthropology, because life isn’t complete without
student loans, right?). Her work has been
nominated for an Eisner award, “Talent
Deserving of Wider Recognition” and a number
of Webcomics Choice Awards. Digger, in addition
to winning the Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Adult
Literature in 2013, won the Hugo Award for Best
Graphic Story in 2012.
Ursula grew up in Oregon and Arizona, went to
college at Macalester College in Minnesota, and
stayed there for ten years, until she finally learned
to drive in deep snow and was obligated to leave
the state.
In addition to writing and making art, Ms. Vernon
is “an avid birdwatcher, occasional neophyte
practitioner of the sword art of iaido, and an
amateur thrower of pots.” She is active in her local
webcomics community, and can occasionally be
found at local science fiction conventions, looking
vaguely baffled by the crowd and signing anything
put in front of her.
Having moved across the country several times,
she eventually settled in Pittsboro, North Carolina,
where she works full-time as an artist and creator

of oddities. She lives with her boyfriend, a spastic
Beagle, a (fairly) mellow Border Collie, a small
collection of cats, and a large collection of
Indonesian demon masks, which generally manage
to keep her out of trouble.

Scholar Guest of Honor:
Richard C. West –
Winner of the 1976 Mythopoeic Award for
Inklings Scholarship for Tolkien Criticism: An
Annotated Checklist.
Richard C. West is
an award-winning
Tolkien scholar and
serves on the Board
of Advisors of the
Mythopoeic Society
and the editorial
board
of Tolkien
Studies.
His
background in is
medieval English, French, and Scandinavian
literature, as well as in modern fantasy and
science-fiction, and in librarianship. He is a
graduate of Boston College (A.B. cum laude,
English, 1966) and has graduate degrees in
English (1967) and in library science (1974) from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. In
September of 1966 while still a student, Richard
and several other enthusiastic readers of The Lord
of the Rings started a Tolkien society there,
the University of Wisconsin Tolkien Society. He
was Head of Serials and a reference librarian at the
Kurt F. Wendt Library, University of WisconsinMadison until retiring at the end of 2012, and is
now Senior Academic Librarian Emeritus.
Richard has published articles on such authors as
Peter S. Beagle, C. S. Lewis, Mervyn Peake, T. H.
White, and J. R. R. Tolkien. He also contributed
to A Tolkien Compass, Tolkien’s Legendarium,
Tolkien Studies, Volume II, Picturing Tolkien, and
authored multiple articles in the J.R.R. Tolkien
Encyclopedia.
Richard’s award-winning Tolkien Criticism: An
Annotated Checklist has gone through two
editions (Kent State University Press, 1970, 1981)
and some of us would love to see a third edition,
available digitally!
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Richard also served on the committee for
Mythcon 18, the Mythopoeic Conference held at
Marquette in 1987 and featuring Christopher
Tolkien as Scholar Guest of Honor. He attends
Mythcon whenever it’s in the Midwest. He is
married to Perri Corrick-West, also retired, who
taught chemistry for decades and who loves
science fiction even though she spots the scientific
errors right away.

ROOM & BOARD
Deadline for Room & Board packages is July 24;
purchase online at:
http://www.mythsoc.org/mythcon/mythcon45/room/
Full room and board packages include lodging for
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday night, along with the
following meals: Friday dinner; Saturday breakfast,
lunch, and dinner; Sunday breakfast, lunch and
banquet; and Monday breakfast.
This year we have a unique situation: room and
board is figured by person, thus single rooms and
double rooms have the same per-person rate. If
you want to share your rom, please advise the
name of your roommate when you register (either
online or by mail).
Also please note there are a limited number of airconditioned dorm rooms available to us so, if you
want A/C, buy your room and board package
soon! We are able to offer an extra night on
Thursday before Mythcon without meals but we
cannot stay on campus Monday night.
Room & Board with AC:
per person
Room & Board, no AC:
per person

$345

Thursday night with AC:
per person
Thursday night, no AC:
per person
(Room only, no meals)

$55

$265

$30

For those staying on campus Thursday
night, there is “The Cafe,” open
weekday mornings at 8:30 until 3pm.
Breakfast
options
include
hot
sandwiches, pastries, yogurt, fruit,
coffee, etc., and lunch includes both hot
4

and cold There are a few dining places within
walking distance, a local pizza shop and a small
pub; there are many more options within a 5 mile
driving radius and we will include a list of these
in PR#2.
Air-conditioned rooms are in Keefe and Gebbie
Halls and are arranged in suites of three and four
bedrooms with shared common space and
bathroom. The non-air-conditioned dorm, Beard
Hall, has common bathrooms situated in
the hallways.
We encourage attendees to take the room-andboard package. Even if you plan to stay off
campus, we strongly recommend that you take
meals on campus. Shared meals are a large part of
Mythcon, and give attendees the chance to mingle
with fellow mythopoeics.
For Mythcon 45 members staying off-campus or
who live locally, meals-only packages (dinners and
lunches, no breakfast) and stand-alone Sunday
night banquet tickets are also available.
Meals only package, includes the banquet, no
breakfasts:
$155
Banquet only:
$65
Purchase online or send payment in US dollars to:
Registrar - Mythcon 45, Box 71,
Napoleon, MI 49261-0071
Checks and money orders should be made payable
to Mythcon 45.

GETTING TO WHEATON
COLLEGE
Norton,
Massachusetts,
is
situated
between
Boston
and
Providence, Rhode
Island. If possible,
fly into Providence:
it’s closer, has much
less congestion, and
is an easier airport
to negotiate.
Starting and ending
times for Mythcon
45
are
still
approximate, but for
trip planning you
can assume that
registration will open about noon on Friday and
programming will begin no earlier than 1 PM. The
first meal on the package is dinner, we expect
offered 6-7 PM. Monday breakfast is the final
meal in the room &board package but
programming will continue into the Mythopoeic
Society annual members’ meeting (all are
welcome) and Mythcon closing ceremonies, which
will finish no later than 1 PM.
You can visit the Wheaton College webpage on
transportation to campus here. There is free
parking on campus, for those who drive or rent
cars; in PR#2 we will provide a campus map
showing the easiest place to unload.

comfortably into any scheme. Both old and new,
traditional and innovative, popular and elite,
mainstream and esoteric, escapist and engaged,
high-tech and anti-technology, fantasy defies
definitions and transcends categories, dramatizing
the incompleteness of our understanding of our
own imaginations. At Mythcon 45 we will discuss
the place of fantasy in our culture, our institutions,
and our hearts.
Mythcon offers a mix of scholarly papers,
discussion panels, readings, films, Bardic Circle,
Guest of Honor presentations, and other
programming. A dealers’ room will sell books and
other items of mythopoeic interest. Friday evening
will feature the opening night Stewards’
Reception. Saturday evening will feature a concert
and Sunday evening will feature the Banquet,
presentation of the Mythopoeic Awards, a
costume presentation, the annual strangeness
from the Not Ready for Mythcon Players, and
other delights yet to be known.
Some papers already include Where Myth and
Fantasy Meet: Or Do They? by Verlyn Flieger, Noms
de Guerre: The Power of Naming in War and Conflict in
Middle-earth by Janet Brennan Croft, Harry Potter as
Dystopian Literature by Kris Swank, and C.S. Lewis
and C.G. Jung: The Fine Line Between ‘Myth’ and
‘Archetype’ by John McGeary.
In addition to plenary sessions with our Guests
of Honor and our usual array of excellent
academic and entertaining papers and panels,
Mythcon 45 enjoys unique physical proximity to
Turbine, Inc., the company that created The Lord
of the Rings Online™.

We will have access to the wireless network
on campus during our time at Wheaton;
access the Wheaton College webpage on
wireless networks on campus here.
Boston is a world-famous city of wellknown historic importance but Providence,
Rhode Island, is of peculiar interest to fans
of H.P Lovecraft and his fantastical works.
The H.P. Lovecraft website has a Guide to
Lovecraft Sites in Rhode Island which may
be useful to those planning to spend a little
extra time in the Northeast.

PROGRAMMING
The theme of Mythcon 45 is “Where
Fantasy Fits” Fantasy literature does not fit
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For many regular Mythcon attendees, the world of
massively multiplayer online role playing games is
entirely foreign territory. But the Mythcon 45
theme, “Where Fantasy Fits” and nine years of
The Lord of the Rings Online™ demonstrates
that one of the places where fantasy fits
is MMORPG, in computers and across the web.
Turbine has a team dedicated to creating an
authentic representation of Middle-earth for The
Lord of the Rings Online™. “This is a world
where you can walk around (in three dimensions)
as a Man, Elf, Dwarf, or Hobbit and stand against
the shadow of Sauron’s armies. The people who
play our games do so with thousands of others,
and form a vast community that visits in Middleearth every day,” says Aaron Campbell, Executive
Producer of LOTRO™.
Aaron Campbell, Chris Pierson (Senior World
Developer), and their community team are
planning to participate with talks and demo
stations, and possibly a presentation with
Turbine’s Art Director, focusing on their concept
and development of either Orthanc or the
Hornburg.

Some general history of the game: in March of
2005, Turbine, Inc., announced that it finalized a
deal with Tolkien Enterprises and Vivendi
Universal Games (VU Games) that granted
Turbine the exclusive right to develop and publish
massively multiplayer online worlds based on The
Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit literary works.
As part of the agreement, Turbine owns all of the
game assets to The Lord of the Rings™: MiddleEarth™ Online, which quickly became one of the
most highly anticipated massively multiplayer
online role playing games (MMORPG).
Starting in late 2007 The Lord of the Rings
Online™ released Shadows of Angmar™ and two
additional expansions have been released in the
years following
A more extensive general history of the game can
be found in the online version of the first Progress
Report at http://www.mythcon.org.

“The Dimple” at Wheaton College – future site of Golfimful?
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MYTHOPOEIC SOCIETY
ELECTIONS

and other content, receives news items relevant to
the Society, and reports on Society events such as
the Mythopoeic Conferences (Mythcons).

As a non-profit organization incorporated in the
state of California, we are required by law to vote
every three years on the Council of Stewards (the
Society's Board of Directors) to serve for three
year terms which commence the first day of the
following year, in this case 2015. Toward the end
of the year, the present Council will be sending
out a ballot of nominees for the various offices
that make up the Council.

The Editor should have the necessary desktop
publishing software skills as well as layout skills to
produce the electronic (PDF) version, and will
work with the Society's Membership Secretary
who prints and distributes the printed copies of
the publication. The Editor is also responsible for
the distribution of the electronic version to
subscribers, and may work with the Society's
Webmaster on this and related online tasks. The
Editor will ensure that book reviews, notices, calls
for papers, conference reports, short articles, and
other MYTHPRINT content pertain to the
Oxford Inklings or to mythopoeic fantasy
literature more generally.

If you are interested in serving, please contact
either the 2014 Chair of the Council, Lynn
Maudlin, or the Recording Secretary, Gerry
Holmes. There will be positions for which the

incumbents will not be running again, and
candidates are needed.
Email for Lynn Maudlin mythcon@mythsoc.org
and Gerry Holmes secretary@mythsoc.org

The positions on which we will be voting include
Treasurer, Recording Steward, Editors of the three
Society publications, Orders
Department
Manager, Communications Steward, Membership
and Discussion Groups Steward, Steward for
Mythopoeic Conferences, Webmaster, Awards
Administrator, and Steward for The Mythopoeic
Press.
A candidate can file for office by presenting to the
Recording Steward, no later than August 11, 2014,
a nominating petition signed by 5% of the
Society’s
membership
(currently 21
signatures). Petitions will be available on request
from the Membership Steward, Marion VanLoo
at membership@mythsoc.org or by writing her at
Box 71, Napoleon MI 49261.
Open positions on the Council include:

MYTHPRINT EDITOR
The Mythopoeic Society is seeking a new editor
for MYTHPRINT, the Society's quarterly book
review and news publication. MYTHPRINT is
distributed primarily electronically to members
and in print to some paper subscribers and
libraries. The Editor oversees the planning and
content of each issue and is responsible
for coordinating and commissioning reviews. The
Editor also writes occasional editorial columns

In addition, the Editor serves as a voting member
of the Council of Stewards (board of directors)
and should attend the in-person Council meetings
at Mythcon and the quarterly meetings by
conference call, track and submit annual budgets
for MYTHPRINT, assist the other Stewards in
managing the Society's business affairs, and help
to shape and carry out the overall agenda for the
Society's activities.

COMMUNICATIONS STEWARD
This person is often people’s first contact with the
Society, and requires someone with excellent
written communication skills and great tact.
The Communications Steward answers queries
about the Society in various forms: paper (very
rare); email (most common); and through our
presence in a variety of social media. Currently we
have accounts on Facebook (several pages and a
group); Twitter; Google+; Pinterest; LinkedIn;
Goodreads; Flickr; and a Yahoo discussion group.
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When appropriate, the Communications Steward
refers the query (and/or person asking) to another
person, our web site, the mythsoc email discussion
list, or elsewhere on the Internet.
The major portion of this Steward position
consists of managing (and preferably expanding)
our social media accounts. The Communications
Steward coordinates with the various department
heads and others to collect and publish news,
information and publicity about Society activities.
This must be provided on a regular basis to keep
the Society’s social media presence fresh and
active.
The Communications Steward, as are all Stewards,
is a member of the Council of Stewards, the
governing Board of the Society. This requires
attendance (within reason) at quarterly meetings.
Three are via conference call, and one is held at
the annual Mythopoeic Conference. All Stewards
are expected to contribute to overall governance
with information, analysis, and meeting
participation.
This new(ish) position is an updated version of
the former Corresponding Secretary.

MEMBERSHIP and DISCUSSION
GROUPS STEWARD
NB: Marion Van Loo, who has held this position
for many years now, has decided to step down but
has suggested separating out the subscriptionsrelated tasks and continuing to do that work
without being a Steward but still under the
direction of the Council.
Applicants must have knowledge of basic recordkeeping, creating and working with Excel
spreadsheets, be able to work closely and
professionally with other members of the Council
of Stewards through email and other online
communications, and be able to meet deadlines. A
detailed description appears below.
Keep an accurate record of each member and
institutional/personal subscriber (currently using
Excel spreadsheets)
Name/title as applicable
Mailing address
Member category (i.e. regular or lifetime)
Membership expiration date
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Date of most recent update to member
information
Phone number/s
Email address/es
Member’s web site as applicable
Steward status (Y/N)
Subscriptions and their mailing details (i.e.,
st
1 class mail, email, etc.) for Mythlore, Mythprint,
and/or Mythic Circle
Take particular note of member’s wishes
regarding inclusion in the Mything Persons directory.
Assure that those wishing exclusion of any or all
their information are so noted, prominently.
It is helpful to keep a chart of the publications and
their corresponding issue dates. You can immediately see
which issue will be a member’s last.
Monitor and respond as appropriate to the
email sent to Membership@mythsoc.org
Maintain a USPS Box for regular
correspondence, and an annual Mailing Permit for
bulk mailings
Work closely with Subscriptions Manager in
keeping records of subscriptions purchased
Assist Mythcon chairs and the SMC with
information for conference (membership status)
and publicity mailings
Answer queries from members regarding
their membership
Supply copies of the membership/subscriber
database to Treasurer and other Stewards regularly
as off-site storage, or as requested
Keep adequate supplies on hand, to be
reimbursed or advanced as appropriate: postage,
regular business envelopes, catalog envelopes for
Mything
Persons/Annual
Report/Mythprint
international
copies
mailing,
Vistaprint
membership card blanks, Vistaprint publicity
cards, Vistaprint membership card mailing notes
w/envelopes, plain paper, label stock as
appropriate, postcard stock, printer cartridges.
Monthly jobs:
Send regular reminders when it’s time to
renew Society membership
Share updated membership data with
Subscriptions Manager
Prepare and mail membership cards to
new/renewing members, note welcoming the
member, items as needed (currently sending 2
copies of a publicity card)

Quarterly jobs:
Attend all meetings of the Council of
Stewards, preparing a Membership Report for
each meeting
Annual jobs:
Prepare and send annual publications to all
members
Annual Report - one month prior to Mythcon
Receive reports from all Stewards
Edit and print final document
Mything Persons membership directory (in the
Fall)
Assist the Recording Secretary with triennial
elections for the Council of Stewards
Other duties as assigned or requested by the
Council of Stewards
Policies and Procedures for
Secretary for Discussion Groups
1. Activity Calendar
keep current contact info for groups and
their leaders
receive updates from Discussion Groups
update the Activity Calendar with
assistance as needed from Society Webmaster, as
directed by the Stewards

2. Chartering new groups
direct interested groups to the Charter
form on the Society web site, receive the
completed form, and inform the Stewards of the
status of the new group

KEEP THE FLAME ALIVE
The Mythopoeic Society (founded in 1967) is one
of the oldest organizations extant for those
interested in fantasy and its study and
appreciation. Though we have made impressive
contributions to Mythopoeic Studies, we have
always been a small nonprofit, run totally by
unpaid volunteers. Without memberships, we’d
cease to exist. We cover all the Inklings, focusing
especially upon J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and
Charles Williams. We welcome scholars from a
variety of disciplines, independent scholars, and
anyone who reads and loves fantasy literature. As
a member you can have influence on the direction
of the Society by voting on its leadership—or
become part of that leadership yourself.
Please consider supporting the Society with your
time, and service. We hope to see you at Mythcon!
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The Mythopoeic Society
P.O. Box 6707
Altadena, CA 91003-6707

The 45th Annual Mythopoeic Conference
Where Fantasy Fits
Author Guest of Honor: Ursula Vernon, author of

Digger

Scholar Guest of Honor: Richard C West, author of
Tolkien Criticism: An Annotated Checklist.

Mythcon 45
August 8-11, 2014 at Wheaton College, Norton, Massachusetts
Register online at www.Mythcon.org
Deadline for room & board packages is July 24. Meals only packages and separate
banquet tickets are available.

